Introduction
South America harbours a highly diverse fauna of terrestrial Isopoda, most of them are traditionally grouped in the paraphyletic family "Philosciidae", w hich is defined only by plesiomorphies resulting t'oin the similar habitus of all those species.
In the light of phylogenetic systeniatics, the genera have to be re-examined and monophyletic groups have to be identified. The revision of several genFurthermore, a new genus will be described sharing the specific type of antennula. It was found in samplings from Venezuela. The species shows striking differences to all the above mentioned genera. Thus, a separation into its own genus is the best taxonomic approach to its phylogeny. Verhoeff, 1941, too (Leistikow 1998) , although this was not noted in the original description by Verhoeff (1941) . This specific shape of the antennula and further characters will be discussed in detail, and additional data on the unusual species Andenoniscus Vandel, 1972 (Leistikow in press, b) and of a new genus from this area (Leistikow 1999a) all have revealed a remarkable similarity in the structure of the antennula. Furthermore, this type of antennula was found in the genus Erophiloscia Vandel, 1968 (Leistikow in press, a), Prosekia era described from Venezuela, Ecuador, and Colombia by Vandel (1952 Vandel ( , 1968 Vandel ( and 1972 (Fig. 11, Cx2 ) in fully adult specimens reaching distal end of pereionite IV (Vandel 1968 Carpenter 1992 Carpenter , 1996 . Leistikow, 1999 (Leistikow 1999b A. Leistikow -Philosciids (Isopoda) 
